
Notices (if you need more info email churchoffice@readingfamilychurch.org.uk):
• 1st Wednesday Prayer Meeting  –  This Wednesday is our monthly prayer meeting. Please note that there will 

not be a 24hr prayer room this month. We will have our prayer meeting as normal at the church offices from 8 - 
9.30pm. 

Life Group Notes
 Sunday 02 August 2015

Title: God Has Bigger Plans In Our Babylon
                         
Read Jeremiah 29:10-14 
We have heard it said that God loves us and has a wonderful plan for our lives. It’s easy to agree when we like 
the plan. But what do you do when the plan isn’t what you expected? 

We hear bad news about our health, our job, our family; our finances just don’t work out, etc. 

And you cry out, “Lord, what’s happening?” 

We are led to face a difficult but undeniable reality. Sometimes God’s plan is different from what we expected. 
What then? 

1. Taking God’s Blessings for Granted 

The Jews had a long history of seeing God intervene for them: 

Moses led them out of Egypt and God sustained them for 40 years in the wilderness and  
watched over them as they crossed the Jordan River.  He helped them conquer Jericho and the rest of the 
Promised Land.  He stood by them when Gideon defeated the Midianites, Samson defeated the Philistines, 
Elijah defeated the prophets of Baal and David slew Goliath. 
God intervened. He came through for them again and again and again. It happened so often that the people 
came to believe that God would always be there no matter what. After all, were they not the Chosen People? 
Had not the Almighty promised to deliver them? Only Israel had the Lord God, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. 

“We are so blessed,” the people said. And so they were, and so they taught their children and their 
grandchildren. But any blessing long neglected will eventually be lost. That part of the story somehow never 
seemed to take root in the hearts of God’s people. But the responsibility and the warning—those never seemed 
to take great hold with the people. 

Any blessing long neglected will eventually be lost. 

The Israelites were take into captivity in Babylon three times over a period of 20 years but they never learnt from 
their mistakes and took God’s blessings for granted. The final captivity would last 70 years – an entire 
generation,  

And that brings us to Jeremiah 29:10, which contain a very specific promise from God to the exiles in faraway 
Babylon.  There are two ways to read that verse and both of them are legitimate, and how you read it will 
probably depend on where you are. If you are anywhere but Babylon, you will read it and think, “God 
promised to bring his people back to their homeland.” But if you are an exile living in Babylon, your focus will 
necessarily be somewhere else. “Seventy years! You got to be joking!” 

Don’t judge the end by the beginning. 

Surely God wouldn’t do something like that, would he? 



The answer is, he would and he did.  They never saw the big picture that God had in mind. But looking back 
after the passing of 25 centuries, we can see clearly that God had many things in mind by sending his people 
into exile. 

In spite of all that happened in Babylon, here are seven things God accomplished through the seventy years his 
people spent in captivity: 

1) The grip of idolatry was finally broken. 
2) God established a presence among the Babylonians. 
3) God raised up Daniel to a position of great influence. 
4) Nebuchadnezzar became a believer in God. 
5) The Jews lived in peace and thrived culturally in Babylon. 
6) Judaism became a worldwide religion. 
7) Daniel introduced Bible prophecy to the learned classes. 
We serve a trans-generational God whose purposes span the centuries. 

Don’t judge the end by the beginning.  

You can’t tell now all that will result from your current troubles, and it is unlikely that you will fully understand five 
or ten or even twenty years from now. Because God is God, he doesn’t work on our timetable, and he doesn’t 
obligate himself to explain his purposes in advance.   

2. God Has Reasons We Can’t See 

Remember the ant crawling across the painting only seeing one colour at a time? Similarly, we journey from 
one colour to another, never realizing that God is actually painting a masterpiece in our lives using all the 
colours of the palette. One day we will learn that every colour had its place, had a reason, nothing was wasted 
or out of place. Just as there is a time and a season for everything, there is also a colour for every stage of life’s 
journey. When the painting is finished, we will discover that we were part of his masterpiece from the very 
beginning. Time is the canvas on which God does his painting, and eternity is the perspective from which we 
will see the beauty of his handiwork. 

It all goes back to whether you are willing to believe what God said in Jeremiah 29:10 & 11. There is no respite 
from the pain and suffering of this world. Think of it this way. If you were a Jew in exile, in one sense it didn’t 
matter whether you believed God or not. You’re still in Babylon either way. But on a daily basis, either you live 
with hope or you don’t. And you pass that hope along to your children and grandchildren. And that matters! 

Where does all this leave us? The answer is, we’re all still hurting. We are still a death-sentenced generation 
living in a sin-cursed world. We all hurt every day. No one is immune from the sufferings of humanity. 

When we hurt, we have two choices: We can hurt with God, or we can hurt without God.  

Often we will not even be able to pray. But in those moments when we can’t do anything else, we can still trust 
in the loving purposes of our heavenly Father. 

Imagine Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, before being condemned to death, what worse situation can 
one be in? He understood God’s divine plan for mankind and he was obedient to that call and that plan to die 
on the cross for our sin.  

And because God has reasons we can’t see, don’t believe that he is not working in our lives.  

3. God’s Work in Our Life 

“Keep Believing… it’s worth it!” 

And remember this: God has a bigger plan! Our God is Greater, Our God is Stronger, Our God is higher than 
any other, He gave His Son Jesus, whose love knows no end, to die on the cross for us and give a hope to 
endure any situation because is He sovereign. 



But this hope and peace comes from knowing the Lord Jesus as our personal saviour. Part of God’s work in our 
life and his ultimate plan was giving us his Son to die for our sins so that we can claim Jeremiah 29:11 and be 
restored to Him. 

Questions: 
1. What do we do when God doesn’t come through for us? 
2. Maybe you want share some of your experiences of your Babylon. 
3. How do we keep on trusting? 
4. Pray for each other to so we are able to see God’s Bigger Picture. 


