
 
Notices (if you need more info email churchoffice@readingfamilychurch.org.uk): 

 Leadership Summit – 19th September 2015- Our summit will focus on "STRENGTHENING OUR 

PROPHETIC FOUNDATIONS”. Open to all it will be a day of encouragement and training. Andy 

Robinson and a team from Kings Church, Horsham will be joining us, serving us with both teaching 

and practical workshops. Come along and expect God to grow your prophetic gift. Cost is 

£10.  Please book at www.rfcleadershipsummit15.eventbrite.co.uk . PLEASE BOOK  IN ASAP 

FOR CATERING PURPOSES. 
 

 

 
Life Group Notes  

 Sunday 6TH September 2015 

 

 

Title: The Migrant Crisis                                                                Passage:  Luke 10:30-37 

 
 

The bible teaches that we are all made in God’s image, both male and female, and He has set His love 

upon us. Therefore, every life is precious to God. This includes the five babies we gave thanks for on 

Sunday … and all the migrants we are seeing on the news channels.  

There are at least two categories of migrants: ‘Refugees are those fleeing armed conflict or persecution’; 

and ‘economic migrants who choose to move not because of a direct threat of persecution or death, but 

mainly to improve their lives’ UNHCR. The former are protected under international obligations, the later 

depending upon the domestic policies of a country, and both dwelt with respect and dignity. 

Migration on the current scale in Europe creates huge, complex and toxic issues at a local, national and 

European Union level. And yet one photo of a boy on a beach put a human face on these hard issues.  

Jesus was once asked “Who is my neighbour”? He answered by telling a story of a despised outsider, who 

overcame prejudice, and became the unlikely hero who expressed mercy & compassion (Luke 10v30-

37).  

We had no claim on a Kingdom but nevertheless were welcomed in with unmerited, unearned favour. How 

much more should those who follow Jesus, who have received such grace, overcome fear & prejudice and 

act as the Samaritan did? 

Jesus would call us to THINK through these hard issues whilst keep humans faces foremost in mind. We 

can PRAY for wisdom for leaders, for peace in war torn countries and for local communities to offer help 

and dignity. We can work with the Holy Spirit to CULTIVATE love and mercy in our hearts, even when 

these issues negatively impact us. And we are to CELEBRATE every life for they are precious to God. 

Suggested questions: 

1) What bible verses express God’s heart for the poor, alien or foreigner? 

2) If we help refugees, what should we do for those in Reading who have so much less than us? 

3) Is thinking, praying, cultivating and celebrating enough of a response? If not, what is? 
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