
 
Notices (if you need more info email churchoffice@readingfamilychurch.org.uk): 

 1st Wednesday Prayer Meeting – 7th October 2015 Come join us at one of our prayer 

meetings; 6-7am, 12.30 - 1.30pm, 8 -9.30pm. we will be praying for our town and nations. 

 ONE Church Celebration – 11th October 2015, 10:30- Terry Virgo, the founder of the 

Newfrontiers movement of churches will be joining us for our One Church Celebration at Madjeski 

Stadium, where we will be coming together as our 3 congregations to worship Jesus as one church.  

 

 
Life Group Notes  

 Sunday 20th September 2015 

 

 

Title: Cultivating Our Faith                                                      Passage: Romans 4:19-21 

 

Speaker: Sean Green  
 

Abraham was chosen by God and given extraordinary promises to live by (Genesis 12). But as he got 

older, it became apparent there was a problem: Sarah’s womb was barren.  

Let God be God: Abraham reckoned on the faithfulness of God. He knew that God could keep His 

promises (because of His power) and he knew that God would do so (because of His faithfulness). 

Abraham looked at his body and it looked hopeless, BUT he didn’t go on appearances. He accepted that 

reality is bigger than how he felt, or how things appeared to him.  

‘Faith Considers’ the problems. True faith counts the 100 candles on the cake, and feels the shame & 

anguish of the barren womb. Faith considers all these and yet does not waver because something else is 

defining reality. 

‘Faith Focuses’ on the facts about God. Abraham pondered and considered that God is faithful, able 

and willing. He was able to overcome his sense of weakness by reasoning things on the basis of what he 

knew about God. 

‘Faith Trusts’ the bare words of God. Abraham believed that God had the power to do what He had 

promised; He took God at His word even when common sense denied it.  

‘Faith Acts’ upon the bare words of God. Abraham acted on the promises of God, he didn’t just believe 

(faith without works is dead James 2v17). “Faith is ordering your life in a way that makes room for, 

welcomes in, works with, and rests the heart, in the promises of God” Richard Walker 

Hope in our weakness: Abraham’s obedience was not perfect; his trust fluctuated.  His only hope was to 

lay hold of God’s promises, and to trust in God to fulfill His promises. Faith helps us see struggles and 

failures as the means of increasing dependence on the God who makes, and keeps, His promises. 

Ultimately, all the promises of God find their ‘Yes’ in Christ Jesus, not in our performance… (2 Corinthians 

1v20) 

Suggested questions: 

What does ‘Abraham reckoned on the faithfulness of God’ mean? 

Abraham’s obedience was not perfect but his faith didn’t waver… how does that work? 

How does 2 Corinthians 1v20 bring comfort and hope to us? 
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