
 
Notices (if you need more info email churchoffice@readingfamilychurch.org.uk): 

 Membership Course – 8th November 2015 - Come and find out what it means to be a member of RFC. 

10.30am at Reading Girls School. There will be child care available. 

 Newcomer Lunch – 8th November 2015 - If you are new to RFC, join the elders and their 

families for lunch; a great opportunity to get to know us and for us to get to know you. To book, 

contact karen@readingfamilychurch.org.uk. 

 
Life Group Notes  

 Sunday 11th October  2015 

 

 

Title: Grace                                                                  Passage: Romans 5:17, Romans 7:1-6 

 

Speaker: Terry Virgo  
 

Terry once again helped us see the beauty of God’s grace towards us as he unpacked these two passages 

from Romans. 

 

It started with a reminder to read the context of the passage.  Yes we reign in life, but it’s because we 

have received Jesus’ righteousness, not because we can create a tick list which means we start reigning in 

life.  A lot of what Terry said was to help us stay away from legalism, thinking we can somehow do 

enough things to reign in life. Reigning in life is more understanding that we have Jesus’ righteousness 

given to us and that it will never be taken away.  

 

We are no longer ‘married’ to the law.  It is not the law that makes us righteous, it could never do that.  

Through Romans 7 we see how it is made possible for us not to be under the law, even though the law is 

still perfect and the fact that it will never pass away.   Because we are in Christ we are put to death and 

are reborn, meaning we are now free from the law and are now joined to Jesus, the great bridegroom.  

We are free from legalistic, nitpicking, finger pointing accusation, because we are no longer sinners, but 

are now saints given Jesus’ right standing before the Father as a grace gift, not something earned. 

 

Terry helped us see that so often when we feel condemned – guilt or shame from something, we try to do 

things to make us right with God.  We read the bible and pray more – but the point is that we do not have 

to feel condemnation because there is no condemnation in Christ Jesus.  Therefore we are condemning 

ourselves or the Devil is condemning us! 

 

Being in Jesus, in Christ, is significant because it means all of Jesus’ good works have been imputed to us; 

his obedience, his lack of sin, is now as if it were ours, and that is because the Father looks at us in the 

Son, after choosing us to be there! 

 

Terry used the analogy from the Old Testament of the sacrificial lamb which had to be perfect: if the lamb 

was perfect then the priest saw the perfect lamb and not the people’s imperfections.  When God looks on 

us, He looks on the perfection of His Son and doesn’t see our flaws and our imperfections. He does that 

because we are not perfect and He doesn’t expect us to be! 

So the grace of God that can see us reign in life is all made possible through Jesus and by the fact that 

when we accept him as Lord and Saviour we are in Jesus, and that is how God sees us 

Suggested group time 

1) What did you pick up afresh from Terry on Sunday? 
2) In what ways can we be legalistic in our thought processes? 
3) The Gospel sounds outrageous when understood – why? 
4) Do you tend towards legalism or license (I’m free to do what I want!)? 
5) Pray that as a group you would better understand God’s grace and the implications of that. 
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