
 

 
Life Group Notes  

 Sunday 31 January 2016 

 

Title: Recipients of Grace                                                                  Speaker: Sean Green  

Passage: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

 

Sean spent some time giving the background to our new sermon series in 1 Corinthians. Corinth’s location 

was easily defendable, had a reliable source of water, and was a natural sea port and cross road. 

Corinth in Paul’s day was a cosmopolitan, socially liberal, religiously tolerant, and sexually immoral sea 

port. It hosted the biannual ‘Isthmian games’, which was second only to the Olympics. 

On Paul’s second missionary journey, he travelled to Corinth and established a church there (Acts 18v1-

17). Whilst there, the Lord spoke to Paul and told him to keep proclaiming Christ, as He had many people 

in the city. So Paul stayed in Corinth for 18 months.  

Read 1 Corinthians 1v1-9: Paul wanted the Corinthians to have Jesus at the center of their lives; for 

them to be caught up into the great movement of God’s love and power. God had set them aside as a 

sanctified people and they were to cooperate in that. 

But they were embroiled in controversies: there were divisions, law suits and sexual immorality within the 

church (3v1, 5v2, 6v7). Some were using shrine prostitutes, yet others were unsure about the role of sex 

within marriage (7v3).  Their church gatherings had no sense of order: during communion some got 

drunk, whilst others went hungry (11v21). In fact, Paul said their meetings did more harm than good 

(11v17).  

The most encouraging thing Paul can say is to remind them of the grace they have freely received. 

Regardless of all their moral, relational and theological failings, Paul was confident they would be 

"sustained to the end, found guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ". And what is the basis of this 

confidence? Because "God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord". 

The Corinthians may not be faithful, but God is! Paul is confident in their salvation because the Corinthians 

are recipients of God’s grace. Changes needed to happen, but the opening greeting and foundation of the 

letter, is that they are recipients of God’s grace.  

More homework … 

Bring a highlighter pen to church: This is a ‘mark your bible’ series.  

Get a good study bible: We shall be using the ESV, word for word translation. 

Get a commentary: A good, easy to read commentary is Tom Wright’s "Paul for Everyone – 1 

Corinthians". 

 

 


