
 

 
Life Group Notes  

 Sunday 07 February 2016 

 

Title: Let There Be No Divisions Among You                                                     Speaker: Scott Taylor 

Passage: 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 

 

It was Week 2 of our series looking at the first letter that Paul wrote to the Corinthians. 

 

We see in this passage that Paul calls the Corinthian church to not be divided over leadership. It is the 

first thing that he chooses to tackle as he embarks on speaking into the muddled life of this young church. 

 

Paul references different people throughout this passage, showing us that he is indeed connected to the 

city, the church and each of the individuals involved.  These are all people that would have been familiar 

to the guys in Corinth, bringing a simple if not beautiful illustration of the unity that is enjoyed.   

 

It would seem that Paul has found out what is going on in Corinth from two sources: Chloe’s people 

reporting back to him all that is going on, and a letter that has been sent from Corinth to him most 

probably brought by Stephanas and his 2 travelling companions, mentioned in 1 Corinthians 16:8. 

 

So he sees all that is going on, and the first thing he tackles is the issue of division and of being together 

in the same mind and same judgment.  There were now three different leaders who have had an influence 

on the church: Paul, Apollos and Cephas (Peter). From what we know of Corinthian culture, we know that 

they would have been used to having travelling philosophers known as sophists who would come and 

speak in the squares. Their job was to divide opinion and sway people to their way of thinking to enhance 

their reputation and pay!  Paul says leadership in the church is not like that and that they should not play 

one leader off against another.  They are united not divided. 

 

He points them to Jesus as the head of the church as the one true leader.  He poses questions that infer 

that Christ isn’t divided; he reminds them that it was Christ who was crucified for them, and he says that 

they were baptised into the name of Jesus and no one else.  He points out to them that it doesn’t matter 

who baptised you but who you were baptised into!   

 

Then he says that he was simply sent to preach the gospel.  There was no call in him to do so eloquently, 

although I’m sure Paul did a great job, but instead we need to let the power of the cross speak for itself.  

That releases us all to be those who share our faith without having to worry whether we have the right 

words to say.  We do not have to be eloquent because the gospel of the cross of Christ is powerful. 

 

Suggested group time 

 

1) Spend some time getting to know some of the things that you may disagree on – maybe start with an 
icebreaker that asks about music, TV, and church background. 

2) Articulate together what you are united around, encouraging each other in the gospel. 
3) How can you encourage each other in sharing your faith if Paul is saying you don’t have to have wise 

words and eloquence? 

 

Pray as a group that you will remain united and that preferences will not trump your unity!  And pray for each 

other that you would trust in the power of the gospel as you endeavour to share your faith 

 


