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Corinth was the crossroads of Greece and all sorts of people and all sorts of ideas went through the 
city. When Paul arrived there, every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue trying to persuade Jews 
& Greeks. It would have seemed a crude & blunt message.
 
Paul proclaimed that Jesus was the promised Jewish Messiah. For the Jews that message was folly 
because:
#1 The crucifixion was the resounding proof that Jesus was NOT Son of God (Deut 21v23).
#2 They were looking for dramatic signs, not a meek Jesus who came to serve but died on a cross.
 
To the Greeks this message was also foolish. The idea of a God who suffered because of men made 
no sense. The very notion of ‘incarnation’, of God becoming a man, was vulgar & foolish. To be 
immortal means to remain the same forever.
 
Paul challenged the worldview of his hearers: You want wisdom? Look to the cross. God made it 
possible for him to be ‘Just’ and the ‘Justifier’. You want power? Look to the cross. God made it 
possible for him to defeat our most powerful enemies (sin, guilt & death), without destroying us.
 
Paul glories in the fact that the church in Corinth got this, even though most were of so called 
‘humble’ origins. The gospel declares that when people realise their own weakness, their lack of 
wisdom, own their helplessness and powerlessness… then, through faith in Christ, they are strong 
and wise.
 
Paul insists that Christ is our:
· Wisdom: It is only in Christ that we gain wisdom from God, we only hear the truth from Him.
· Righteousness: a right relationship with God is only found in Jesus, when we accept ‘it is not what 
we can do for God’ but ‘what God has done for us’.
· Sanctification: It is only in the presence of Christ Jesus that life can be what it ought to be. Being set 
apart and made holy for God's purposes.
· Redemption: Jesus can deliver us from past sin, from our present helplessness & from future fear. 
He frees us from slavery to self & sin.
 
Suggested questions for discussion:
1) How are you doing in engaging in the Corinthian passage each week?
2) How did Paul both confront and affirm the Greek aspiration for wisdom and the Jewish aspiration 
for power?
3) What cultural aspiration can you use to show how Christ is its ultimate fulfilment? 


