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Title: The Wisdom Of God                                                                 Speaker: Sean Green  

Passage: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 

V1 When Paul preached in Corinth he took a different approach to Athens.  

He chose not to go for eloquent speech or offering superior wisdom, or to pursue a brilliant flow of 

argument. Rather he simply bore witness to what God has done in Christ to affect our salvation. 

  

V2 Paul concentrated on the one great central truth of the gospel: to know nothing except Jesus Christ 

and him crucified. He had a clear, obvious, singular focus & passion whilst he was amongst the 

Corinthians. 

  

V3 One of the reasons Paul came in weakness was, according to Tom Wright: Nobody in Corinth would 

ever think of looking for the secret to life, the universe, to God, to beauty, to love and death, in a place of 

execution outside of a city in Middle East. When your message is out of step with the mood of the day, it 

will invoke weakness in the faithful herald, as well as much fear and trembling. But for Paul weakness, 

fear and trembling is the appropriate spiritual attitude for all Christians as they fulfill their calling.  

  

v4 Paul’s very manner and defects only served to underline that what he had to say was not only from 

God, but also owned by God.  It was not his excellence, but the Spirit’s presence. It was not the cold logic 

of reasoned argument but a demonstration of the Spirit’s power. The Spirit of God was given to men and 

women in a pagan seaport, through the preaching of a weak and unimpressive man (2 Corinthians 

10v10).  

  

V5 Paul wanted their faith to rest upon the power of God and not on the wisdom or fine words of people. 

The power of God came and transformed lives; it revealed God’s wisdom for salvation, ministered to 

weakness and brought holiness to people.  

  

Will we tell them? … God has hidden his wisdom, salvation and eternal life in His Son’s death. But 

nobody in our town will naturally look to the cross for their salvation. So will anybody in our church tell the 

people of Reading to look there? 

  

Suggested questions: 

Paul thought about his hearers before he proclaimed his message. Why? 

Paul acknowledged his weaknesses; why was this important? 

Life hidden in death… what is your clear, obvious, singular focus & passion? 

 

 


