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Waiting for the Groom - Weddings in Jesus’ day would have been different; the groom would set off to 
collect his bride and, surrounded by her friends, they would form a jubilant parade, taking the longest 
route back to the groom's house. Friends & neighbours would wait in the streets for the couple and 
join the parade. For women, waiting for the bridal party required some planning; if it got dark you had 
to ensure you had a lamp and sufficient oil. Finally the front of the parade would enter the alley and 
the cry would go out “Behold the bridegroom! Come out to meet him”. All would rush and follow the 
parade into the groom's home … and the banquet would start. Hooray!
 
Read Matthew 25v1-13: This earthly story has a heavenly meaning: a constant readiness to meet 
Christ & face final judgment should be defining how we live our lives.
 
A lack of readiness: This parable tells us that some amongst us are casual about Jesus’ return, they 
presume upon his favour, giving little attention to preparing their hearts. They look the part but have 
no appetite for private preparation to honour the expected bridegroom.
 
A door will close: For all who are were prepared, who patiently waited for the bridegroom, the door 
stayed open. But the foolish bridesmaids were shut out of the wedding banquet and they heard the 
chilling summary from the bridegroom: I don’t know you.
 
His arrival is unknown: This parable is a warning: the time of the arrival of the groom is unknown 
(Matthew 13v32). No-one knows when Jesus will return, therefore we are to live with a sense/
awareness of his return.
 
The bridegroom returns: Jesus is the returning bridegroom who will arrive and extend a warm 
welcome to all the guests who have patiently waited.  How can we remain alert day after day, week 
after week, year after year?   
 
We can cultivate a daily alertness by focusing on three simple words:

· REPENT. It is a practice best done daily. To examine your heart in the light of Christ alerts you to 
your need & God’s grace.

· BELIEVE: We are saved by grace. Jesus made the long walk to Calvary so we can join the parade 
to his wedding banquet. He has done it all.

· CONTINUE: Because we are saved, we continue to follow Christ. And because we continue to 
follow Christ, we are saved.  
 
We’re here to wake each other and help you prepare one another for the Groom's return. When 
Jesus returns we want everyone at RFC to have a flask of oil for their lamp. Poke the person next to 
you and tell them “I want you to have a flask of oil!” Poke them again and tell them “I’ll help you get a 
flask of oil!”


