
Life Group Notes 

 Sunday 20th March 2016

Title: Building on the Solid Foundation Passage:  1 Corinthians 3:1-15

Paul returns in this passage to his concerns over divisions in the church.

Jealousy and strife – he starts the passage by saying you may be brothers but I cannot address you as 
mature believers, as people who are spiritual.  He says because of your factions, because you are saying we 
follow Paul, we follow Apollos, you are being merely human.  You haven’t moved on, you haven’t matured.

Foundations – Paul uses two metaphors to take their eyes off of personalities and get them fixed back on 
Jesus.  He points out by using the word “what” that he sees him and Apollos as tools in the hands of their God.  
They plant and water but its God who grows, and they are happy to play their part, united as one.  He then 
goes on to use the picture of builders and says he is like a master builder in laying a foundation; that 
foundation being Christ, and he says that Apollos is building on that foundation, they are but playing their part.  
He then goes on to say that anyone who builds on that foundation needs to take care how they build.

The Fire – It matters how we build, both the church and our lives.  Paul says that not everything we have built 
will survive the fire.  He talks about Gold, Silver and precious stones, things that cost and things that do not 
burn up.  He says building the church, building your life on the foundation of Christ will cost you: time, money, 
friends at times.  If we build our lives on convenience and quick fixes, then we may just be building with hay, 
straw or wood: things that get burned up.  

Paul does say that we will be saved, but he is keen to emphasise here that as much as it matters on what 
foundation you are building your life, it also matters as to how you are building your life!

Suggested group time

1) Which Christian leaders do you read, listen to or watch that have influence in your Christian walk, and 
why them?

2) What does being a tool in the hand of your God and partnering with Him mean to you?  How do you 
partner with Him to see the kingdom advance? (church, workplace etc)

3) How does your life reflect the fact that you are saved and that Jesus is your foundation?


