
 

 
Life Group Notes  

 Sunday 03 April 2016 

 

Title: You Own Everything. You Belong to Christ                                               Speaker: Richard Walker 

Passage: 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

 

Paul continues in this first section of his letter addressing the issue of true wisdom and how it leads to true 

unity, and false wisdom and how it leads to division.  

 

Verses 16-17: FACTIONALISM IS IDOLATRY 

 

Each individual Christian has the fullness of the Holy Spirit living in them (Paul: 1 Corinthians 6:19 and 

Jesus: John 14:23), but the “you” here is plural. Don’t you know that you all – the gathered church - are 

also the expression of the fullness of God’s Spirit.  

But in Corinth factionalism was destroying unity; it wasn’t the fault of leaders, it was the fault of the led.  

They had made the idolatrous switch; they came to view the apostles as mini-messiahs and had made 

them something of an idol in their hearts. 

 

Why is this utter folly and foolishness? Because God has already given us everything we need.  We lack 

nothing. 

 

God’s temple, the church, is holy – set apart for Him – it’s not ours to do with as we please – it’s not a 

place to experiment with our cool ideas. The Church is Christ’s; if you mess with and divide his church 

with your factions and divisions and do not repent, this text says he will destroy you. 

 

Verses 18-20: SLIDE 2: A TALE OF TWO WISDOMS 

 

For me the most helpful way of understanding this middle section is through the lens of Genesis 3:1-6. 

 

Adam and Eve were the babies of the human race to whom God had given everything – everything they 

could possibly want.  But the serpent tempted them to get wise and rule the world through disobedience 

to God’s command, so they spurned God’s love, and were deceived into following the serpent’s lead.  

 

But that so called wisdom, the “wisdom of this age” is passing away. God has given His eternal NO(!) to 

that counterfeit wisdom, birthed in disobedience. For the only kingdom or civilisation that can stand 

forever is one that is founded on love and obedience to Christ. The Father has given the reign of all things 

over to his Son Jesus Christ because Jesus was obedient – he was truly wise and he gained authority over 

everything not by trickery, impatience, violence or mistrust, but through obedience, love and sacrifice 

even to death. 

 

There are no shortcuts to that process.  Jesus said that whoever wants to enter the kingdom must become 

like a little child, trusting and obeying the Heavenly Father.  Don’t despise the change in rhythm that 

comes with learning or relearning the basics of obedient faith, for they are life to you and they will make 

you truly wise. 

  

Verses 21-23: YOU OWN EVERYTHING. YOU BELONG TO CHRIST. 

 

Who owns everything? You do, Jesus said that the meek shall inherit the earth, not by earning it but by 

receiving it as a gift. Paul reels off a short list of what it means that God has given everything to the 

church. 

 Church leaders are yours; they are God’s servants whom God has given to you for your joy, 

maturity and service.  

 The world is yours to reign over not by violence and warfare, but by prayer – waging spiritual 

warfare. 

 

 



 
 

 

 Life and death are yours for death is no longer a source of fear, but a motivator for life, spurring 

you to greater godliness, preparing for the day when you will be rewarded by Jesus Christ for your 

faithful service to him.  

 The present and the future are all yours for God is right now, in the present, working all things, ALL 

THINGS for the good of those who love Him and are called according to His purpose.  

 

It would be easy to get proud and passive here, but remember, we belong to Christ and our first 

allegiance and obedience is to him and we only inherit everything if we remain in him. And Christ, though 

in every way equal with God, belongs to the Father.  

 

Questions for reflection: 

 Are you putting certain personalities or people in your life in a place where they are more 

important to you than Jesus?  What does this text say will happen if you carry on in that?  

 Are you seeking the good things of life through impatient shortcuts and disobedience or patient 

trust and obedience? 

 If Heaven was a place where you could have all the health, friends, food, gadgets and 

entertainments you could wish for, but Christ was not there, would you be happy with that? Would 

that be enough for you? Why is that not Heaven? 

 You stand to inherit the whole world, in good time. How should that affect the way you live now, 

how you share that life with others and God’s creation?  

 

 

 


