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Title: Drive Out The Unrepentant Christian                                                    Speaker: Richard Walker 
Passage: 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 
 
After the battle of Jericho, everyone was to bring the plunder to the Lord’s treasury, but Achan withholds 
some back for himself. As a result of this disobedience, 36 men who had been obedient in the battle of 
Jericho, fell to their deaths in the battle of Ai.  Achan’s sin weakened the whole nation of Israel so that 
together they could not stand against or push back the enemy.  Achan and his family personal family 
enrichment and pleasure before the safety and prosperity of the wider community of the nation and before 
obedience to God and the consequences were disastrous.  You might choose your actions, but you 
can never choose the consequences for those actions. 

This story sheds much light on 1 Corinthians 5 and helps us to understand why Paul gets so exercised 
about the situation in view: 

• Joshua under God, was leading Israel in conquering the Promised Land, Paul under God was 
leading the church in the new phase of Jesus command to conquer the world by making disciples. 

• Israel’s battle was physical with swords and fighting.  The church’s battle is spiritual with the words 
of God and prayer. 

But the secret to success in Jericho, in Corinth and now is the same – active, obedient faith and trust 
in all that God has spoken.  And the consequences of ignoring that are the same – passivity, 
divisiveness, disarray, disappointment and if left unchecked, destruction.  Satan will do everything he 
can to fool you into thinking that that obedience is either unnecessary or impossible. 

Read 1 Corinthians 5 

A man in the church has entered into sexual relationship with his stepmother.  The Bible forbade this 
kind of behaviour – both Genesis 2:24 and Jesus in Matthew 19:5 said that a man should LEAVE his 
father’s house and be united to his wife and the two should become one flesh.  No ifs, no buts, this 
man has done an outrageous thing.  

We don’t know, why the church has ignored this man’s sin, but my guess is that, they were fussing 
about small things in life and ignoring the big things.  Trying to remove the specks from each other’s 
eyes rather than removing the great big logs. 

Paul pulls no punches as a spiritual father to the church – he tells them that they must eject the man 
from the family of the church.  The reason is simple, this man is claiming to be a Christian, but is living 
like the devil, and so to bring him to his senses, Paul tells the church to hand this man over the one 
who appears to be his heart’s desire - to the devil.  This is a restorative action not a vindictive one.  
The hope is that this man will come to his senses, repent and then be welcomed back into the church 
family. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Paul isn’t advocating this practice for all sins and all unrepentance. So what is the rule of thumb here? 
What gets a person excommunicated from the church is the same kind of thing that would have 
received the death penalty in Old Testament Israel.  And indeed that is exactly what we see in a later 
letter Paul wrote cleverly titled 2 Corinthians 2.  This man has finally been disciplined by the church, 
has repented and is being restored.  The good news is that whilst this man may have had to endure 
consequences to his actions in the everyday of life, he was nevertheless restored to full participation in 
the family of the church and welcomed back to the communion table. 

In cultures where everyone made bread at home, once their bread had risen and before they put it in 
the oven, they would remove a piece of the dough, put it in a jar and keep it for the next day.  The 
next day, when it came to making bread again, they wouldn’t need to ferment another starter, they 
would just make their dough and then add the lump from yesterday’s mixture into the new batch and 
the unseen yeast already present in that little lump inside that lump would multiply through the whole 
new batch.  Repeat ad infinitum.  At Passover, the nation of Israel was supposed to get rid of all the 
leaven lumps in their houses and only eat unleavened bread. It was symbolic of a new beginning, a 
new start, a new creation.  Christ our Passover Lamb was sacrificed, not so that we could carry on the 
old destructive ways of life, but that so we could enter into a new kind of life – not ruled by the hidden 
desires of sin and the flesh, but ruled by the hidden eternal, holy Spirit of God. 

Paul is not at all advocating that the church cuts itself off from sinners or unbelievers, for those are 
exactly the kinds of people Jesus came to save and be amongst – the kinds of people you and I were, 
before we received the truth about Christ.  But we should not call someone a brother or sister in the 
faith or be treating them like one if there is a gross unrepentant disobedience going on in their life.  
You can associate with them in all manner of other ways; indeed you have to if they are a member of 
your family, or a work colleague or someone with whom you do a hobby.  You can love them in a 
thousand different and creative ways, just not as a brother or sister in Christ – until they repent.  And 
until that time, you will have to live with some degree of awkwardness, sadness and tension. 

Finally, when Paul says that he has nothing to do with judging those outside the church, he is not 
saying that the church should not be interested or involved with wider social or national issues, he is 
saying two things: 
 

• Firstly, that the church must get its own house in order before it starts getting involved in anything 
else otherwise she will be a laughing stock. 

• Secondly, that the church’s mission in the world is not to get people to behave like Christians, it is 
to introduce people to Jesus and all that he is and says – once a person has received him into their 
life, then we can have the conversation about what it means to live like God requires. 

The Bible says that God’s love is to lead us to repentance not complacency and pride.  In Christ, we 
are all connected together in deep and eternal ways, many of which we don’t understand, but we can 
trust God that as we walk in obedience to him, quickly repenting when we fall short to him and others, 
he will ensure that we have everything we need and will be successful in the calling he has made upon 
our lives. 

 

 

 



 
 

Questions 

• What was new for you? 

• What did God impress on you from the sermon? 

• What changes do you need to make in your own life to be obedient to all that God has spoken? 

• Is there a Christian in your life who is going in the wrong direction?  What do you need to lovingly 
do or say to help them get back on track? 

*FOR MORE IN DEPTH NOTES, VISIT RICHARD’S BLOG: 
http://richardwalkerblogs.blogspot.co.uk 

 


