
 
 

Life Group Notes  
 Sunday 26 June 2016 

 
Title: As You Were!                                                                                Speaker: Scott Taylor 
Passage: 1 Corinthians 7:10-24 
 
In 1 Corinthians 7 we see Paul addressing the Corinthians on all things relational between men and 
women. Sex, marriage, singleness, divorce and remarriage are all on the table here.  But he writes about 
this subject against the backdrop of a faction that is teaching that sex is no longer required in marriage. 
Some are even saying that to be married is also now not right; in order to be truly spiritual you need to be 
single and concentrate only on Jesus.  Paul confronts this opinion and says this is not so. In fact, 
throughout 1 Corinthians 7 he says – Be ‘as you were’ before you became a Christian. 
 
V 10-11 So Divorce for Christians – Paul says that you do not have to divorce/separate, because you 
have become Christians and because of this wrong teaching. He points to Jesus’ teaching to make the 
point here.  Now we know that Jesus’ teaching says with the exception of marital unfaithfulness – Paul 
does not mention that here because that is not the context. In their context and against the backdrop of 
the issue at hand, a teaching against a faction, he says – As you were!  If you were married before you 
both became Christians, stay that way. 
 
Now, this is not Paul’s final thoughts on divorce, rather they are his thoughts on divorce when facing this 
contextualised question. The bible as a whole does seem clear that the only grounds for a divorce is for 
marital unfaithfulness when the marriage is between two Christians.  All other divorces would be sinful 
divorces, i.e against God’s teaching, but in that we must not read condemnation.  Divorce is not the 
unforgiveable sin, and therefore there is grace and mercy, and there is forgiveness after repentance.  
There is reconciliation with the Father.  Paul does not speak into every horrible marriage situation here, 
but as elders we would take each case individually and try to help as appropriate.  We want to be a church 
that exercises grace: being generous, being real, accepting, being courageous and enduring.  We want to 
work through life’s difficulties, not point fingers at those in difficult circumstances.   
 
V12-16 Divorce between a Christian and non Christian – So again he says to them ‘As you were’! 
Stay married: just because you’re a Christian now, changes nothing. He points to the fact that there is 
actually blessing for the household including the spouse, because the Christian is in the home.  The 
household is seen as Holy.  He isn’t saying that the spouse becomes a Christian, as we know that that is a 
personal response, but there is an overflow of blessing on the non Christian spouse.  But he does say if 
the non Christian separates or goes for divorce then let it be so. It’s the only other biblically legitimate 
reason for a Christian to divorce.  The rest of the grey area needs to be worked at and through with 
trusted friends and counsellors.   
 
V17-24 – As you were – the overarching theme in 1 Corinthians 7 is ‘As you were’, and Paul goes on to 
illustrate this through circumcision and slavery.  His basic point in both of these is again drawing on his 
understanding of the main divisions in the culture - Jew and Greek, Slave and Free, and Male and Female.  
His point in all of this is that actually you were socially and relationally where you were before you were 
saved, and that doesn’t change when you get saved.  You are no longer defined by these external 
constraints but rather are now freed into an eternal internal reality that you are a child of the living God 
with fruitfulness, usefulness and identity.  Don’t be swayed by external forces but be transformed in your 
heart and mind by the Holy Spirit, and then external changes may well occur. 
 
Suggested group time: 

1) Why is it important to know the context of a passage? How can you find that out? 
2) How does our culture of grace help us to display Christ in the difficult circumstances of life? 

 
 



 
3) What does it mean to you to stay as you were in your relational and social status?  What’s the inference 

from Paul when those circumstances change? 
 


