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Title: Wisdom For Living Between two Worlds                                                 Speaker: Richard Walker 
Passage: 1 Corinthians 7:25-40 
 

To understand the passage in hand, context is key – both that of the wider world and that within the 
church.  Paul is speaking into a time of great upheaval and talks of a “present crisis.”  What did he 
mean? 

1. Famine.  Prophesied by Agabus (Acts 11:28) and came to pass in AD51. Poor people are always hit 
harder by this and in 1 Corinthians 1:26, Paul suggests that most in the church were poor. 

2. The world at this time was in a phase of massive turbulence and transition, both spiritually 
and politically.   

a. Roman Emperor Nero was fermenting trouble.  In AD64 he set fire to Rome and then blamed 
the Christians, unleashing both the power of the vigilante lynch mob and the state on the 
church, arresting, torturing and killing many. 

b. Jews were making trouble for the church by actively persecuting it from the outside or leading it 
astray with false teaching on the inside. Jesus said that the old world centred around 
Jerusalem, the temple, the law, the sacrifices and festivals, and was about to come to a 
dramatic end (Matthew 23:37-24:51) and that his generation would see it.  Emerging from the 
ashes of that collapse was a new world centred on Christ and his Spirit filled church, which was 
to take the gospel to the ends of the earth.   

3. The Return of Christ.  The Cross of Christ was a stake through the heart not just of the Old 
Testament world, but of the whole creation. Since then the old world, ruled by the devil and full of sin 
and suffering, has been passing away and the new world of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit, the new world of Christ and his bride the church has been growing.   

4. Extremist views were getting traction in the church.  Those who said “No worries!  It’s all about 
grace”,  versus those who said “No Compromise! It’s all about righteousness.” Both were distortions of 
the truth.  Paul will not be drawn into either of these two camps because, whilst having elements of 
truth in them, they are both ungodly at their root.  They both are human-centred.  The “no worries” 
people put their desire for pleasure at the centre and the “no compromise” people put their desire for 
glory there.  Paul seeks wisdom which is founded on Christ and his goodness, full of the Word and 
Spirit of God.  And whilst he has had no direct heavenly revelation, he gives them trustworthy Holy 
Spirit inspired answers regarding the unmarried in their church. 
 

V25-28: Singles?  Stay as you were. 

Don’t worry about the situation you find yourself in, don’t rush to change it.  Singles who are engaged 
don’t need to call off the engagement.  The only word of caution Paul has for them is that because of 
the times they are living in, they may have their hearts broken as they try to hold their family life 
together in the midst of a world that is falling apart. Hence, if you are single, for now at least, it might 
be better to stay that way. 

V29-31: Have a “camping” mind-set. 

Paul isn’t actually telling his married listeners to live as if they weren’t married; if he was then he 
would be going totally against what he had just said earlier in the chapter. He is saying; don’t get 
overly attached to this world or the things in it.  Like when you camp, live here, fully in the knowledge 
that one day you will pack up your bags and go home. 

V32-35: Count the cost, honour your word. 

 



 
 

Paul says that marriage comes with responsibility.  Single people also have obligations, but they have 
fewer of them and they are not usually legally binding.  Moreover, married people cannot embrace risk 
and danger for the sake of the gospel in the same way as single people can because they have others 
who are dependent on them.  This doesn’t mean that single people are cannon fodder for the mission 
field, or that when we marry we are released from the obligations of self-sacrifice.  

V36-38: Marriage is good and right, but singleness for Christ is “even better.” 

God has no favourite children.  But that does not mean that all our life choices are equally good. 

 

Paul says singleness is better.  Why?  Because it is a sacrifice.  True, marriage is a sacrifice, but no 
one gets married expecting their life to get worse. It is still, at least at the outset, an enterprise of 
hope, help, joy and companionship.  But those who embrace singleness for the gospel whether in the 
short term, a year at a time, or for a life time, are making a greater sacrifice.  They embrace a call 
that involves loneliness and rootlessness, and their motives can be misunderstood; they can feel 
socially awkward, they have fewer places for refuge if the ministry they’re involved in falls apart.  On 
judgment day, those who have embraced this call will receive a greater reward than those of us who 
married. 

V39-40: Freedom with limits 

If you are a Christian, you should marry another Christian.  We aren’t saying Christians have better 
marriages than everyone else, nor are we saying that if someone isn’t a Christian they won’t make an 
excellent husband or wife.  It’s  

Just that if you really love Jesus and want to live all out for him, then marrying someone who is at 
best, not invested in that same enterprise or worse, actively working against it, will be a source of 
sorrow or even outright conflict later in married life.  It’s not the unforgivable sin, but, and I would 
address this to both the Christian and the non-Christian: why would you both knowingly embrace that 
potential conflict?  Don’t do it.  Just don’t.  

 

Suggested Questions: 

• What was new for you? 
• How does knowing more of the context help you understand what Paul is saying? 
• What does having a camping mind-set mean for you? 
• If you are single, how can you support your married friends? 
• If you are married, how can you support your single friends? 
• What would you say to a Christian who starts dating a non-Christian? 
 


