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Title: Sacrificing Personal Rights For The Good Of All Passage:  1 Corinthians 9:1-12

Paul is doing two things in this part of his letter: having told the strong that they should lay down their rights for 
the good of all, Paul gives a personal example of how this works in his life and in doing so, he (again) defends 
his legitimacy as an apostle (spiritual father) to the Corinthian church.

There are a two key themes that run through this letter, which help us understand, this better

1. The “Strong” vs. The “Weak.”  The strong were those who held all the power and influence in church 
life.  They were rich, educated, had friends in influential places and church leadership responsibility. 
The weak were poor, living just above the bread line, with little if any education and no friends in high 
places. They were the rank and file of the church who did what was asked of them.  The strong were 
throwing their weight around, not only encouraging others to eat meat offered to idols, but creating 
factions, using the Corinthian law courts to get their own way, humiliating the poor during communion 
and using spiritual gifts to puff up their own pride.  This should be no surprise to us.  There is nothing 
new about the strong manipulating everything for their own advantage, and the weak little people 
having to fight over what is left.  For most of history, most people have lived in poverty, whilst a few 
wealthy people at the top lorded it over them.  The tragedy was that the Church in Corinth increasingly 
reflected this kind of dark worldly thinking, where the preferences of the strong, irrespective of whether 
they were right or wrong were bulldozing over everyone else.

2. The Strong are spreading doubt about Paul’s authenticity as an apostle.  They conclude that 

a. Because Paul takes no money from them, he can’t be any good at his “job.”  

b. Because Paul isn’t married, He must be weird loner.

c. Paul isn’t a “good speaker,” he can’t be saying anything worth hearing.

Read verses 1-2

Paul effectively tells those who doubt his authenticity as an apostle to wake up, open their eyes and look 
around them.  The believers and the church at Corinth are the evidence that Paul is an apostle, that he did 
meet the risen Lord Jesus and that that same Jesus commissioned him to preach the good news of the 
Kingdom of God to the world.  

Read verses 3-12a

Paul lays out what is a normal principle in everyday life is also a perfectly legitimate principle to have in the 
church, which is that labour done should be rewarded appropriately.  Not only is financial reward a principle in 
life, it is in the Bible too.  Deuteronomy 25:4 symbolically shows that those who have power over others should 
not abuse that position of power, and therefore degrade their fellow human beings.  If someone amongst you 
takes the place of a servant either by choice or because they have too, do not abuse the power you have over 
them lest they become discouraged. 



Nevertheless, Paul has not taken up the right to financial support for the work that he does. Not because he 
has no right to it or is not worthy of it, but because there are other issues in play.  Paul isn’t against receiving 
money, but does not receive gifts as a normal practice in his life for three reasons:

1. Because those gifts come with the loaded expectation that he will now give preferential treatment to 
the people who gave them to him.

2. Because those gifts could give the impression that he is in it for the money. 

3. Because he wants nothing to block people – especially the poor, from hearing the good news of Jesus.

Read verse 12b

Paul wants nothing to stop people from hearing the gospel and coming to Jesus, and if there is anything that 
does stop them, it should only be the message itself, nothing else. 

Why does Paul have this attitude of laying down a perfectly legitimate right to the benefits of financial support?  
On a purely practical level, he wants the everyone, especially the poor – those who just manage to scrape a 
living from day to day, to hear the gospel.  But more than that, because that is the attitude of the master himself 
– Jesus - and Paul wants to be like him.

Do you think you have rights?  

Jesus has more, he is the eternal Son of God, he has always existed, he created the universe by his power in 
all its intricate detail and beauty.  He is pure in all his ways – never has a dark thought, word or action been 
committed by him. He is always doing the right, good and beautiful thing.  He alone has the right to rule the 
world and expect things to be done the way that he wants, and that way is best for all. He alone is worthy of 
worship and adoration along with his Father and the Spirit.  Yet he gave up all those rights of strength, honour 
and glory to come and serve weak, foolish and corrupted little human beings like us so that he might make us 
beautiful like he is beautiful.

Supremely, we see that at the cross, where:

• Instead of demanding his rights that people worship him and give him an easy life, he willingly, receives all 
the insults that they hurl at him. 

• Instead of receiving the gifts rightly due him as a king, he allows himself to be treated as a common 
criminal.  

• The one who has the right to all blessing, was, on the cross, cursed for our sake, taking the place where 
we should have been.

Jesus told his followers that they should do the same.  For it is by this that the world will know that we are his 
people.  If the world sees a church where the strong are throwing their weight around and having everything 
their own way marginalising the poor and weak, they will see that we are no different to any other human 

community.  Christians are not supposed to be door mats for everyone to walk over, but we are to lay down our 
rights so that everybody wins, not just the powerful few. 



A church that is most interested in asserting its rights, will see minimal real breakthrough in the things of God, 
but a church that is full of people who have given up their personal rights to comfort and the good life 

for the benefit of all, both those inside and those outside the church are a people who will truly see God’s 
kingdom come on earth as it is in Heaven.

Questions

1. Of the two groups above, would you put yourself on the strong or the weak side? Why?

2. Do you think that Christian leaders are better if they are 

a. Paid for what they do? 

b. Married?

c. Entertaining in their speaking style?

d. If yes, to all the above, then why?

3. Paul says the Corinthian Christians are evidence of God at work in his life, what is the evidence of 
God’s work in your life?

4. What rights is God asking you to surrender for the benefit of all, both those inside and outside the 
church?


