
 
 

Life Group Notes 
Sunday 08 January 2017 

 
Title: If My People Will Humble Themselves and Pray                                       Speaker: Scott Taylor 
Passage: 1 Chronicles 6: 18-21, 2 Chronicles 7:13-16, Acts 4:23-31 
 
 

We want to establish corporate prayer back into the rhythm of church life and as such we looked at 
corporate prayer together on Sunday. 
 
The two Chronicles passages give us an insight into the prayer that Solomon prayers over the temple 
when it is finished being constructed and then something of the answer that God brings as Solomon 
sleeps.  Solomon says ‘will God really dwell on earth with man?’ and asks if the temple can contain 
him.  He asks God to hear his prayers and the prayers of the people of Israel as they prayer towards 
the temple.  God says if my people who are called my name will humble themselves and pray, and 
turn away from their wicked ways I will hear them. 
 
God did of course come and inhabit the temple, but only a small part and only until the temple was 
torn down.  But God now has a new temple - where he dwells in living stones that come together as 
the people of God – the church. We now get to humble ourselves and pray trusting that God will hear 
us.  We get to take up the mantle of the early church who gathered to pray corporately when they 
faced all sorts of trials and tribulations – they humbled themselves together in praise and worship of 
their King, they humbled themselves by acknowledging that their scriptures were inspired by the Holy 
Spirit.  They humbled themselves in confessing that without God they could do nothing and thus 
humbled themselves to ask for help. 
 
To understand their motivation we must grab hold of what they grabbed hold of – that they are heard 
by God not because they are offering the right sacrifices or because they have wholly turned from their 
wicked ways, but because God did come and dwell amongst man. He was the new temple, the one 
that when it was torn down at the cross and was rebuilt on the third day: The first living stone, the 
first of a new created order, a new humanity.    
 
We now get to corporately humble ourselves before God in prayer and know we are heard because our 
sin has been taken as far as east is from the west.  We are forgiven!!!  Prayer meetings are a 
necessity for the mission he has called us on and caught us up into. 
 
So as a people we, as a people called by his name, will humble ourselves and pray, expectant that our 
God will hear us. 
 
Suggested application and questions  
1) What does it look like for us in 21st century Reading, to humble ourselves and pray? 
2) What is our motivation to do that? 
3) Read through the book of Acts and see how many times the disciples were recorded as praying 

together. 
4) Spend time praising God for who He is, thanking him for what he has done, confessing where you 

need help and asking him for that help, as you embark on a new year together as a group. 
 
 


