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Speaker: Sean Green 
Passage: Matthew 1:1-17 
Title: God’s Family 
 

The family tree of Jesus contained an assortment of Heroes, Villains and those we might describe as 
‘Collateral Damage’. 

Heroes: 

Abraham left everything he knew and was willing to sacrifice his own son. Boaz cared for the needs of 
poor. Ruth was a foreigner who cared for her mother in law. Josiah turned a nation back to God. Mary 
yielded to God’s wisdom.  

Villains: 

Jehoram murdered his siblings and Manasseh sacrificed his son in the fire.  

Collateral Damage: 

Tamar had to sleep with her father-in-law to get justice. Bathsheba was led into adultery. The king he 
loyally served betrayed Uriah.  

In one sense, the categories of hero, villain and collateral damage are too simplistic; David was all 
three. 

Why this genealogy? Firstly, to ensure the reader understood that Jesus was the promised Son of 
David (the Messiah); and that He is the seed of Abraham through whom all families on the earth would 
be blessed (Gen 12) 

  

But this genealogy also outlines the story of God people:  

• From Abraham to David was the unity and glory of those made in the image of God, born for 
greatness, knowing dominion and intimacy with God.  

• From David to Exile is them being lost in brokenness, falling into slavery and shame.  

• From Exile to Jesus is liberty restored, they are rescued in glory. This genealogy is also our 
own story, outlining our hereditary condition & God’s solution.  

Where this story is received by faith it produces God’s ‘messy family’. When grace and truth 
penetrates hearts, God’s family is hallmarked by brokenness and blessing. Grace & Truth produce a 
messy family of radical sons & daughters; with purity amongst brothers & sisters in Christ (1Tim5v2); 
with wise mothers & fathers in Christ (Titus 2v3-6); where the Foreigner and Outsider, the Last, Least 
and Lost all find family. It’s a big family so you can’t know everyone but you do know some; where we 
make room for God and His people. 

  

 



 
 

Suggested questions: 

1. What else do you know about the names in the genealogy? Are they heroes, villains or 
collateral damage? 

2. What else of the gospel can you see in the genealogy (Abraham to David - David to Exile - Exile 
to Jesus)? 

3. How is Grace and Truth currently penetrating your heart? 

4. When do we pretend that God’s family is not messy?  

 

 


