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Passage: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
Title: Now Concerning Spiritual Gifts 
 
 

Over the next 3 chapters Paul is going to deal with what spirituality in Jesus looks like, in response to a 
question asked in the letter that was written from the church. These first few verses frame much of 
what we will read in the rest of chapter 12, and into chapters 13 and 14. 
 
V1-3: He starts this by saying he doesn’t want them to be uninformed with the very inference being 
that they are.  He moves on to recognise their ‘spiritual’ background as pagans.  Those who had gone 
to the many temples Corinth, who had sort after spiritual experiences and worshipped idols who had 
nothing to say to them and no way of helping them. Then he sets out his first foundational piece in 
answering their questions around the spiritual.  The beginning of true spirituality in Christ is being able 
to say Jesus is Lord and really mean it, because that is the evidence that the Holy Spirit is at work in 
your life and that you have spiritual life. Instead of there being a hierarchy in being more spiritual 
which was true in their culture, the playing field is levelled in the statement Jesus is Lord, the base line 
is the same for everyone. 
 
V4-6: Paul is going to go on in the rest of chapter 12 to speak of the unity and diversity of the church.  
To illustrate this he points to the triune God, Father Son and Holy Spirit. He points out that it is the 
Spirit who gives gifts, Jesus who assigns us into our service (our place of work, the way we serve in 
church or in the community) and that has all been initiated and empowered by the Father. No one gift 
is more important than any other and all are required and they are all find their beginning, their 
purpose and their way to us, by God. 
 
V7-11:  So the gifts are given not as presents like those given at Christmas or birthdays – ones that 
cause us to ask questions of our worth and why we don’t have something better, and not presents that 
are indulgences for us that are our ‘wants’. No they are given for the common good, so that when we 
use them the people around us are impacted for god in a positive way.  He lists 9 supernatural gifts 
that would have had the required wow factor in Greek culture (and hopefully ours) to show that you 
are spiritual people. However he says they are gifts given in equal measure and stature by God and all 
for the common good. 
 
Suggested application and questions  
 
1) What did you hear on Sunday that was new or a fresh reminder for you? 
2) What does the statement ‘Jesus is Lord’ mean to you? 
3) What gifts of the spirit have you moved in in the past? 
4) Are there any gifts that you would like God to give for you? 
5) When was the last time you moved in any particular gift, and how did that go? 
6) Spend time praying for one another and exercising the gifts of the Spirit. (You may want to have a 

CD on in the background to help this.) 
 


