
 

 

Notices (if you need more info email churchoffice@readingfamilychurch.org.uk): 

 Alpha- An Alpha course will be run at the end of January , if you would like more details contact Scott 
Taylor at scott@readingfamilychurch.org.uk 

 Members Meeting-  Open to all members or those interested in membership. The meeting will include 
Finance & pastoral updates. 
 

 

 
Sunday 25th January 2015 

Reading Family Church 
 

Title: The Holy Spirit in the Church Life      Speaker: David 

Devenish  

EPHESIANS 2:19 – 22 
“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also 
members of His household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.” 

 
The scripture we have read gives Paul’s summary of the purpose of God for His church: 

 All nations are one family through Christ. 
 

 They are built on a foundation laid by apostles and prophets – this is still needed today. 
 

 Jesus Christ is the centre of it all and everything honours him. 
 

 The church is the temple where God lives by His Spirit. 
 
An essential foundation for church life is that individuals are filled with the Spirit and the church is demonstrably 
a place where God’s presence is known. Each believer in Jesus is to receive the promise of the Holy Spirit in a 
tangible and powerful way. 
 
In all the gatherings of the church, including Sunday morning, there is to be evidence that God lives amongst 
us by his Spirit in tangible and obvious ways.   
 
The Holy Spirit is the spirit of mission, so spiritual gifts are for the church as we go about our daily lives, as well 
as when we meet together. 
 
Our church needs to be fully charismatic and completely missional.  These are not to be contrasted but to 
complement each other. Whilst 1Corinthians 14 demands that we need to contextualise the outworking of the 
charismatic, we should be confident in the Spirit’s missionary aims.  
 
Suggested questions: 

1. What experience have you had of ‘charismatic’ church life? 
2. What questions did David’s message leave you with? 
3. Spend time praying for one another to know the Spirit’s presence. 
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