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1. Love dethrones EGO. Love is the opposite of self-centredness (verses 1-3). 
 

We are all automatically the hero in our own story. The gifts mentioned in these verses are great things, 
but if we are using them egocentrically then they are of no value. When love breaks into our lives through 
Christ, ego is dethroned and Jesus takes centre stage. We live with the body of Christ at the centre and 
ourselves as contributing to her story. When you were baptised that is what was happening. A baptism is 
the funeral of the ego.You died as king of your life and rose again as a servant of Christ. 
 

2. Love dethrones ENVY. Love is the opposite of comparison, competition, jealousy (vv 4-7). 
 

The fall of Satan was the result of Envy. Adam and Eve fell through Envy. Also Cain and Abel, Joseph and 
his brothers, Saul and David. The 10th Commandment is about envy because it is the interpreting clause of 
the whole Decalogue. In Corinth vying for status was the major worldview challenge for the church. 
Symptoms are being dissatisfied with what you have, “putting your eye on” (obsessing about) someone 
else, trying to make yourself bigger (exaggeration, lies, arrogance), trying to make another smaller 
(gossip, judging, attack). In these verses Paul shows us how love breaks in with power to dethrone envy 
. 

3. Love dethrones PRESUMPTION. Love is the opposite of having already arrived (vv 8-13). 
 

We were blind. Now we see (but only partially). Only when Jesus returns will we see fully. Christianity has 
a future orientation. This means 1. I can be wrong. Love prohibits arrogance. 2. I can’t judge other 
people. Love prohibits judgementalism. 3. There is always more growing to do. Love prohibits laziness. 
Love cultivates humility. 
 
Questions 
 

1. How is it that the good gifts in verses 1-3 can be used badly? What is the difference between self-
centred or Christ-centred motivation? 

2. Do you find yourself comparing yourself to someone? Have you “put your eye on” someone? How 
can you act with love towards them this week? 

3. How does knowing that we live in the “partial” help us love people? Why does future orientation 
cultivate humility? How can we stop judging other people? 

4. What do you need Love to break in and do in you today? 
 


