
 
 
Life Group Notes  
Sunday 23 June 2019 
 
Speaker: Scott Taylor 
Title: Surrender to Our Father 
Passage: Philippians 2: 5-11 
  
In the second of our series looking at the Father we looked at what it means to surrender our life to our 
Father. 
 
In order to understand what this looks like and how it is possible we looked at Philippians 2 v 5-11 
Firstly, Paul reminds of the preincarnate Jesus. The Second person of the Trinity. It tells us that he was in 
the form of God, he was in very nature God he was essentially the same as God, equal to him in every way 
– all knowing, all powerful, all present!   
 
In order to come to earth we see that the first thing Jesus was willing to surrender was those divine 
attributes.  He didn’t grasp hold of them and say they are mine at all costs.  No for the sake of others he 
was willing to surrender those.  But he went further still.  He didn’t come as someone powerful or rich, as a 
King or President, no he came as a servant. From having all power, all knowledge, all presence, to having 
nothing, not even a house of his own or any possessions!  This is how Jesus surrenders to the Father’s will. 
 
Then he goes further still, he surrenders himself to death and even death on a cross.  He is willing to die in 
surrender to the Father’s will, and more than that a death which was saved for slaves, pirates or enemies 
of the state – the lowest of the low! 
 
So, Jesus fully surrenders himself to the Father’s plan of salvation. 
 
But because of this, he is exalted – raised up – to once again be in the seat of power.  The name above all 
other names! In the place of surrender we find that the Father will lift us up in unexpected ways!  For Jesus 
it meant that every knee would bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. If not this side of 
his return by choice, the other side of his return by compulsion as people kneel before his glory.  For the 
former we will be received into glory, for the latter they will face the judgment that is to come with no 
hope. 
 
The way we show our surrender to the Father, is to bow the knee and confess the name of Jesus.  That is 
ultimately our response to this. 
 
However, surrender is not a one-time thing but something we will continue to do throughout our lives. As 
we bow the knee to Jesus we will realise that there are areas of our lives that Jesus will want us to 
surrender to Him on.  Areas like, money, time, identity, sex, reputation, hurts and disappointments, rights 
and preferences, maybe even position and ambition.  As we surrender to Him we surrender to the Father.  
  
Suggested questions: 
 

1) What about Sundays message spoke to you anew or afresh?  

2) What’s your story of surrender?  How did you come to bow the knee to Jesus? 

3) What area do you think God may be calling you to surrender in? 

4) Pray for each other that like Jesus, we would have the courage and the commitment to our Lord, to 

be those who will surrender ourselves for Him. 
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