
 
Life Group Notes 
Sunday 29 September  2019 
 
Speaker: David Devenish 
Passage: John 17;13-19  & 20:19-23 
Title: Sent as Jesus was sent  

 
 
We had David Devenish with us at our One Church Celebration.  

 

As an apostle of our movement, a father of churches, it was great to hear him speak about the fact that the church is a 

community sent into the world.  

 

As he looked at the prayer of Jesus for his disciples and then later his words over his disciples we see a continuity of 

mission.  

 

In the trinity there is both community and mission.  A community built on love of Father Son and Spirit, but then an 

understanding that the Father sends the Son and the Father and Son send the Spirit.  

 

Jesus is clear on this – he was sent and he forms a new community, a prototype church in his disciples. He acknowledges 

the fact that he was sent and now sends the disciples.  

 

He doesn’t tell them to stay out of the world and doesn’t pray that the Father takes them out of the world.  Rather he 

prays that they will be sent as he has been sent and that they will be protected form the evil one.  He tells the disciples 

that he has been sent by the Father and that he now sends them into the world.  

 

So we learn that the church is a community sent into the world. We learn that our salvation and sanctification, our 

setting apart, is for mission not just community. We learn that peace is the character of the community – love, 

togetherness, oneness around the gospel, unity in diversity.  We learn that to go is the purpose of the community.  

 

As we gather on a Sunday we do so to worship our King together, to be encouraged and to be sent again afresh into the 

places where God has placed us.  Some will go to the middle east on mission, most of us are called to go to work, the 

school gate, our university halls or houses and live for Christ on mission there.  

 

As we go we announce the gospel of the Kingdom of God, we serve, we form community and we embrace the nations.  

 

Suggested questions:  

1. From all you heard on Sunday, what have you found yourself thinking about most?  

2. What does it mean for you to announce the Gospel of the Kingdom of God? How could we do that?  

3. What does it mean to serve?  Where do you feel you are serving others in and outside of church?  

4. “Church is a community sent into the world”.  “I’m not asking that you take them out of the world!” Discuss 

these two statements.  How do they make us feel? What needs to change in your understanding of what 

church is in order for this to work?  

 


