
 
 
Life Group Notes  
Sunday 13 October 2019 
 
Speaker: Liz Green 
Series: Faith with Legs- Wisdom from the letter of James 
Title:  Trials & Temptations 
Passage: James 1: 1-18 
  
We looked at what the letter of James was trying to help the early believers understand and who James 
was before looking at the content of the first part of the letter on trials and temptations. 
 

• Letter of James showed the believers what genuine faith in Jesus Christ looked like.   

• James – a servant (bondslave) of the Lord Jesus Christ – gave his life in service to another, lived 
completely for his master. 

• Book written to the dispersed church, scattered due to persecution and into a culture of ‘slogan’ 
Christianity.  “If you just say you believe in Jesus, you are in” 

 
God uses trials.  Remain steadfast motivated by love 
Trials are typically; unplanned, unwanted, unexpected, unfair.  
Trials aren’t joyful but God can use them for our joy.  The joy is not the trial but what God is able to do 
through the trial.  They can bring us closer to the goal of maturity in Christ.  They have an ability to test 
whether our faith is genuine.   
 
V 12 (Memory verse!) We are encouraged to remain steadfast under trial.  The reward is the crown of life 
but the motivation for steadfastness is our love of God.  Our love of God is what will motivate us TO stay 
steadfast.   
 
God generously gives wisdom. Ask him in faith 
Trials raise questions.  We need help to know how to handle difficult situations. 
Knowledge wants answers.  Wisdom takes what is known and makes good choices with it.   
Solomon used wisdom to bring discernment to situations.  God is generous to give wisdom when we ask 
for it. 
 
God is never tempted/never tempts.  Don’t blame him for sin 
Trials can also generate temptations.  The recipients of James’ letter seemed to have been blaming God for 
their temptations.  But God never tempts. Temptation comes from our own desires. We see it, we want it, 
we take it, we eat it. Death – follows the same pattern each time.  We need to deal with our desires – for 
desires lead to action. 
 
God can never be tempted because there is nothing he wants that he doesn’t already have. He holds all 
knowledge, all power, all authority, all time, all rule.  Because he can’t be tempted, he will never change. 
This is a comfort for God’s people in trial. God is steadfast. 
 
God gives good and perfect gifts.  Don’t be deceived 
His generosity is demonstrated most gloriously that of HIS OWN WILL he gives the gift of new spiritual 
birth.  He is a God who gives good and perfect gifts.   
 
As firstfruits, God’s people knew they belonged to him.  God is trustworthy.  He has already demonstrated 
it through the gift of his Son. 
 



 
 
Suggested questions: 
 

• How specifically have you grown in your faith/steadfastness through trials? 

• How do you think our love of God motivates us to remain steadfast in trials? 

• What wisdom do you need in the trials you are in now? 

• What temptations have you faced when you have been in trials?  How have you seen them grow 
from a seed of desire? How have you handled them? 

• How does knowing v 17 & 18  ‘of his own will he brought us forth’ and ‘that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits’ encourage you to remain steadfast in trials? 

• How are you getting on in memorising the verse? 
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