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Read: James 2v14-26  

Faith & Works: Faith cannot be reduced to mere ‘trust’ or just declaring the right things; faith must 
be revealed by acts of mercy and compassion towards the marginalized and the poor. Faith Does. We must 
not, we cannot, separate faith apart from works flowing out of that faith. We are saved by faith … but faith 
is not alone. Real faith acts. Real faith Loves. Real faith serves and cares for others, more on that 
later. James turns to worked examples of genuine faith.  

Patriarch: God had given Abraham a set of promises (Gen 12v1-3), everything hinged on his line of 
descendants. In due course Isaac was born; Abraham prepared to sacrifice him in obedience to God … 

In the end he didn’t need to, God supplied an animal as a substitute. But the point is Abraham was willing 
to obey, it proved he trusted God. The obedience of Abraham demonstrated the genuiness of his faith. His 
faith and action worked together; his actions completed his faith. To which James concludes You see that a 
person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

This seems to contradict Pauls teaching that a person is justified by faith and not by works of the law. Paul 
and James both use the word ‘faith’ but with different meanings: Paul uses faith with a sense of ‘trusting’ 
in Christ. James uses faith in the sense of ‘making claims’ of believing in Christ. Paul shows us we are saved 
by faith alone; James shows us that saving faith never remains alone. Saving faith is seen in godly deeds, 

Prostitute: Rahab’s story is recounted when Gods people send spies into her land and they come across 
Rahab. She first hides them, misdirects the local police, then sends the spies out in a safer direction. It’s 
very risky for her, high treason, yet she does so because she has faith in God. Rahab demonstrates and 
proves her faith, by what she does. 

Counterfeit or Genuine? Unless faith is lived out, it is no more useful than a breathless corpse; no amount 
of careful presentation can change that. Real faith is lived out. True faith is visible and active. It does 
things. True faith is seen, counterfeit faith is invisible 

Suggested questions: 

1. One of James’ aim was to shake foundations … how did yours respond? 
2. Saving faith has works of obedience and works of caring for the poor – discuss 

 
 


