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Title: Envy 
Series: Faith with Legs 
Passage: James 3: 13- 4: 10 
 
  
In the Christian view of history, envy (and from it rivalry, competition, ambition, arrogance) has played a 
major role in the story of the world. It is a sin directly linked with the activity of the Devil. 
 
James explains that there are two “wisdoms” in which people can live, a wisdom from above (heavenly), or 
a wisdom that is worldly and even demonic. By wisdom James means a system by which you live, a matrix 
within which you make decisions. One is dominated by “meekness,” the other by envy. 
 
Verses 16-17 describe the community impact of these two ways of living. 
Verse 18 speaks of sowing seeds of peace – cultivating a relational habit of peace-making. 
 
4:4 has often been taken out of context and mis-used by Christians. God loves the world and moves 
towards it (John 3:16), so what does this verse mean for us? 
 
This whole section is about two systems, two ways of being, one heavenly, one worldly. If you try and 
live in both, you will go crazy. You can’t work for two bosses. It’s a bit like adultery – trying to carry on two 
relationships. 
 
4:5 is difficult to understand. The NEB translation is helpful: “The spirit that God caused to live within us 
turns towards envious desires.” Not only is there an external (cultural) gravity pulling towards envy, but 
also an internal human default as well. Everything conspires against us living in God’s wisdom. 
 
That’s why we need the grace of 4:6. Grace is a power, God’s initiative in rescuing us from one way of living 
and re-positioning us within God’s wisdom. 
Response: James gives 10 bits of advice (7-10). In context, these are our response to God’s initiative in 
rescuing us by his grace. 
 
Questions for application 

1. How are you getting on with the book of James so far? What are you learning about “putting legs 
on your faith?” 

2. What did God speak to you on Sunday and what are you going to do about it? 
3. Why is envy considered such a significant sin in the Christian view of the world? 
4. Chapter 3 verse 17 describes the “wisdom from heaven.” How do you feel we are getting on as a 

church community reflecting these attributes? What do you feel we as a community need to work 
on? 

5. In what ways do you need to “submit to Go and resist the Devil” at the moment, and how can we 
pray for you? 


