
 
 
Life Group Notes 
Sunday 12 January 2020 
 
Speaker: Tex Chettiar 
Passage: Genesis 27:1-38 
Series: Jacob’s Story: A Grace-filled Struggle  
Title: Waiting Well  
 
In this story we see that Jacob and his family aren’t willing to wait on God and as a result end up making decisions that 
are destructive to themselves and those around them.  
 
Genesis 27:1-4 (Isaac & Esau) 
 
As we observe this interaction between Isaac and Esau, we see that neither of them are willing to wait and see how 
God could work things out for them.  In essence they are saying “I want control of the future.”  Isaac’s actions indicate 
his desire to have the final say on who gets blessed. Isaac knows he shouldn’t be blessing Esau, because God had 
prophesied otherwise in Genesis 25:23 but he seems to want to work the future out alone instead of going the way 
God might want.    
 
Genesis 27:5-17 (Rebekah & Jacob) 
 
Isaac and Esau have been plotting together and now we see Rebekah and her favourite son Jacob plotting. After 
hearing what Isaac is planning on doing, Rebekah and Jacob rush into planning how they need to sort things out. They 
don’t take time to wait to see how God is going to work. Instead they look to take things into their own hands as soon 
as they see plans unfolding in ways they don’t like. 
 
Genesis 27:18-29 (Isaac & Jacob) 
 
Even though Jacob deceives his father, he still gets blessed. Whilst Isaac is deceived into thinking that he has blessed 
Esau with all that he’s always wanted to give him, God in fact works and instead gives Jacob what He’s promised. 
 
Genesis 27:30-38 (Isaac & Esau) 
 
In this part of the passage we see the pain and anger experienced by Isaac and Esau, expressed by the way that they 
react (violent trembling, loud and bitter cries etc.).  Jacob’s deceit has implications for the people around him. It does 
have a personal affect in his life, but it has wider implications of  breaking relationship with his father and brother.  
 
Conclusion:  
 
This is an intense and painful story. It feels as if Jacob and his family just have their heads down, focused on trying to 
themselves fix the issues in front of them. They fail to take a moment to pause and look up at who God is, in the midst 
of their struggle.  
 
Questions:  
 

1. When you feel situations are unfolding the way you don’t expect, what is your initial reaction? How can we 
learn to trust God’s word and trust His sovereign plan for our lives? 

2. If you know you are tangled up in sin, who do you trust that you could confess our sin to? How does the picture 
of Jacob in Isaac’s clothing point you to Christ?  How does it encourage you? 

3. When has sin in your own life had unanticipated consequences in the life of others? 
4. How can we take moments to pause and look up daily at who God is?  

 
 


