
 
 
Life Group Notes 
Sunday 26 January 2020 
 
Speaker: Andy McCullough 
Series: Jacob’s Story 
Title: The Stone & the Oil 
Passage: Genesis 28: 10 -22 
 
 
Jacob is running away. And God is going to speak to him. So often it is at these transitional moments that God speaks. When 
you’re ending something and starting something new. The transition from childhood to adulthood. Going to university. Moving 
country. The liminal moments of life, when you feel unsure and alone and afraid – that’s when God speaks. From this story, we 
can learn three things. 

 
1. Grace.  

Jacob is not seeking God. He is not deserving God. In fact, he is running away from God. But God appears to him. God comes to 
him. God speaks to him. Who was the ladder there for? The ladder is not for Jacob to go up to God. The ladder is for God to 
come down to Jacob! John 1:51  And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” Jesus is the ladder! He is the gate of heaven. He is the bridge from heaven 
to earth, from God to people.  
 

2. Response.  

Grace demands a response. Jacob responds early in the morning. A new day, a new beginning! Jacob calls God “My God.” In the 
previous chapter he said to his dad, “Your God.” Everyone needs to get to the point where they have their own relationship with 
God. Building God’s house. God’s house is not in a place, but in a person. Responding to grace includes a desire to build God’s 
house. Tithing. Tithing was a heartfelt response long before it was a law. This reciprocity is a sign of allegiance and relationship. 
 

3. The Stone and the Oil 

Jacob sets up a stone and anoints it with oil. Jacob is the foundation stone of the nation of Israel. Oil is a symbol of consecration 
and anointing by the Holy Spirit. Jesus is called the Foundation Stone, the Chief Corner Stone. He is the foundation on whom his 
house, his people will be built. And Jesus is the anointed One, Messiah, with the oil of God poured on Him – the Holy Spirit! We 
are called living stones, to build God’s living house – his family, his people. And we are anointed with the Holy Spirit, the Oil of 
God, poured out unstintingly upon our lives. 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. How are you finding the Jacob story so far? What has been your highlight? 
2. Imagine yourself in Jacob’s position. Having to leave home and run away. How would you feel? 
3. How does John 1:51 point this story towards Jesus? What does it mean for The Son of Man to be the staircase? 
4. We want to be a church of stone and oil, Word and Spirit, Foundation and Inspiration. What does it look like for a 

church to be both? 
5. Grace demands a response. What response do you need to make to grace this week? 
6. Everyone needs to come to the point where they call God, “My God.” Have you done this yet? When and how did you 

get to that point? 

 


