
 
 
Life Group Notes 
Sunday 02 February 2020 
 
Speaker: Scott Taylor 
Series: Jacob’s Story 
Title: Two Sisters 
Passage: Genesis 29 & 30 
 
 
This week’s instalment in our journey through Jacobs life spans at least two decades. It’s a bizarre and difficult story for us in our 
culture to get our heads around as there are so many things that give us red flags. We need to remember when reading stories 
like this that they are based in a certain culture at a certain time.  They are not recorded to tell us that God agreed or disagreed, 
they are not there to inform our moral behaviour, it is history, it is what happened.  So we don’t agree with polygamy, the 
treatment of women, or even their views on infertility, but all scripture is God breathed and good for teaching therefore we will 
see what we can learn from this. 
 
I would suggest that you take your time to read through the two chapters together as a group.   
 
So Jacob meets one of his future wives and his future father in law at a well.  He works seven years to marry Rachel but is tricked 
and ends up being the husband of Leah Rachel’s older sister.  After the week of marriage celebrations, he is then allowed to 
marry Rachel as long as he commits to another 7 years. He doesn’t treat Leah well, and we see that God sees how she is hated 
and unloved, and in is his grace and mercy, enables Leah to have children, 4 in fact.  This gives Leah a place in her complicated 
family situation. Rachel cannot have children and so a competition between the sisters breaks out, causing Jacob eventually to 
have 4 wives and 13 children, 12 of those were boys who go on to be the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel.   
 
We see that it is actually through Judah’s line, Leah’s 4th son, that Jesus comes.  God doesn’t only bless Leah with kids but he 
also allows this crazy family set up to be used in the lineage of our Lord and Saviour.  We can take great comfort form knowing 
that God chooses the weak, the least the unlovely things of this world to advance his Kingdom.   
 
When Jesus came and walked amongst us he didn’t get caught up in envy or competition, even though the religious rulers and 
the devil himself would have had him do so.  He knew what it was to be unattractive, unloved, overlooked, despised, but he 
found his security in his Father’s love.  He knew what it was to have one thing that he wanted to happen in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, please take this cup away from me, but he trusted the Father’s answer of no and said your will be done not mine.  
We too can live like this as we have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. 
 
Suggested questions 
 

• What did you hear on Sunday that was fresh or new to you? 
• Ever felt overlooked, unattractive, unloved, unlovable?   
• Ever had that one thing you haven’t got become the only thing you think about?  
• Ever been caught out by envy and caught up in competition? 
• Pray for one another around these areas and remember that Jesus has made another way for us. 

 


