
 
 
Life Group Notes 
Sunday 5th April 2020 
 
Speaker: Andy McCullough 
Title: Palm Sunday: The Donkey or The Horse? 
Passage: John 12: 12-15/Zech 9:9-10 
 
 
Jesus’ final entry into Jerusalem 5 days before his death is a great opportunity to make a statement. The question is, will he 
choose to ride a horse, or a donkey? 100 years ago, Simon the Maccabee rode into Jerusalem on a horse, the people waved 
palm branches, and Simon led a bloody revolution. Palm branches became a symbol of nationalist uprising. The people want a 
leader who will start a war against the Romans occupiers. But Jesus is a different kind of king, initiating a different kind of 
kingdom. He doesn’t ride a horse, he chooses a donkey. 
 
DA Carson 
Jesus refuses to reinforce their political and nationalist aspirations by riding on a war horse or by stirring up insurrection against 
the Romans. Rather, he takes steps to enter Jerusalem on a donkey, fulfilling rather different Old Testament promises. 

 

Three Differences between the horse and the donkey 

1. Peace vs War: Jesus is the Peace-King. 
• Shatters the us-them idea. Speaks peace to those who are far and peace to those who are near. 
• You can know his peace, even under claustrophobic conditions. Even if you are sick. He himself is our peace.  
• Jesus is saying, “receive my peace.” 

 
2. Humble vs Proud: Jesus is the Lowly King. 

• Even the physicality of riding them – posture on a horse is haughty, posture on a donkey is slouched. 
• “Donkey” is an insult in most cultures. “Stallion/ Stud” is more of a compliment! 
• Jesus has chosen to lead through serving. Ch 13, washing the feet of the disciples.  
• In his death, he is serving us. 
• Jesus is saying, “Let me serve you/ let me wash you.” 

 
3. Authentic vs Pretentious: Jesus is the Honest King. 

• Donkeys were native to Judea. Horses were foreign – foreign armies had them. 
• Big empires around, Egypt, Assyria, Rome, had horses and chariots, massed cavalry, size, intimidation. 

Sometimes kings of Israel wanted to be like them – Solomon had 40,000 stalls for horses and 12,000 
horsemen. Solomon was trying to be like Pharaoh in Egypt. 

• Jesus is saying, “be who I made you.” 

 
Questions 

1. “Hosanna” is a prayer meaning “save us!” If you were to pray this prayer today, what would you be asking for salvation/ 
rescue from? 

2. If Jesus is saying “receive my peace,” what does this look like for you this week? 
3. If Jesus is saying “let me serve you,” how does that make you feel? 
4. If Jesus is saying “be who I made you,” how can you respond to this?  
5. In what ways is the kingdom of God different from how you imagined it? How is Jesus on a donkey a different message 

than Jesus on a horse? 
6. What is God saying to you and what are you going to do about it? 

 
 
 


