
 
 
Life Group Notes  
Sunday 21st June 2020 
 
Speaker: Sean Green 
Title: Elijah: Social Justice 
Passage: 1 Kings 21 
  
 
Read 1Kings 21 
  
Context: King Ahab wanted Naboth’s property, and when refused was upset and angry. Queen Jezebel had 
the perfect solution, a conspiracy that involved the services of the "elders and nobles" the city. Naboth was 
taken to court, sentenced to death and his land added to the king’s. Elijah was summoned by God to 
confront the king for his hideous crime (1Kings 21v17-19). The king repented, and God had mercy. The 
story reveals not only God's concern for social justice but also His mercy to those who repent. To be clear, 
there is nothing in the text that suggests Ahab’s treatment Naboth was racially motivated, but it a clear 
violation of social justice. 
  
Listen: Listening is a powerful tool to engage in social justice. In the aftermath of George Floyd’s death, it is 
also helpful to listen to RFCers, Social Media is drowning out our conversations. Listening to experiences of 
racism from those in our church family will be exhausting but is necessary.   
 
Speak: When institutions oppress, we must speak up. Time and again the God of the Bible shows his love 
and compassion for the weak, the vulnerable, the marginalized, the disenfranchised, the disinherited. 
Social justice is about living in right relationship with our neighbour and is rooted in the character and 
nature of God. We are called to pursue justice and live in love.  
  
Hope: of both God’s Justice and God’s Mercy. Today, as in Naboth's time, many people still relish the idea 
of strict justice "an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." Such is the understandable anger to injustice. 
But this approach only creates more injustice. Jesus would plead for justice, with mercy. Justice was served 
on Ahab, and because he repented, he also received mercy. The church is called to be faithful prophets 
who speak up for social justice and also proclaim the good news of God’s mercy for those who repent. The 
big answer won’t be found in legislation or reformulated institutions, but only in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ: “Man is not at peace with his fellow man because he is not at peace with himself and he is not at 
peace with himself because he is not at peace with God” Thomas Merton 
  
What next: ‘Racism Listening Event’ Sunday 28th June, 8pm on Zoom 
  
Questions for discussion: 

1. What experience of racism / institutional racism have you had? Tell your story. 
2. Pray for justice and mercy to prevail in race discussions in Reading and beyond. 
3. Pray our church family continues to grow in diversity, inclusion and belonging. 

 


