
 
 
Life Group Notes  
Sunday 28th June 2020 
 
Speaker: Andy McCullough 
Title: Reading Colossians in Reading: Good News 
Passage: Colossians 1: 1-8 
  
 

1. Diversity really matters (v 2) 
“Grace” is a Greek greeting. “Peace” is a Jewish greeting. Paul uses both because the church in Colossae is 
diverse. He addresses majority culture and minority culture. Greeks and Jews would never normally have 
interacted, but in the Church they are together. 
 

2. Grace and peace (v 2) 
Grace is not a one-time thing, but the unconditional, unmerited favour of God that we keep receiving daily, 
and that touches every area of our lives. Peace is not a one-time thing, but something that we need to 
keep receiving daily from God. 
 

3. Love is our distinctive (v 4, 8) 
“Love” was not a word that was used in other religions at the time. They used “worship” and “honour” and 
“service,” but not love. This is a uniquely Christian contribution to religion. We need to remember that 
when we engage with our town – the thing that makes us distinctive is not ethics or “rightness,” it is love. 
 

4. We work and wait for hope (v 5) 
Hope is a “now and not yet” issue. Some Christians believe that there is no hope for now, but in heaven 
Jesus will make everything right at the end of time. Other Christians focus on working for justice now. So 
do we wait for hope (future) or do we work for hope (present)? The answer is both! We work to make 
Reading better by the power of the gospel, but we also know that true renewal only happens at the return 
of Christ. 

 
5. The gospel is like a weed (v 6 and 7) 

As we come out of lockdown and start re-inhabiting all the spaces in our lives – know that Jesus fills them 
too. The gospel is rapidly-spreading and difficult to stop. It has travelled from Ephesus to Colossae via 
Epaphras, and it has spread all the way to Reading in England! Paul is teaching the Colossians that Jesus is 
not just for the “religion” compartment of their lives, but he is present throughout. 
 

6. The Holy Spirit (verse 8). 
“Love in the Spirit” is about the Christian doctrine of Trinity. God the Holy Spirit is present, and he teaches 
and enables us to love. He gives gifts of empathy and wisdom and compassion. He helps us to forgive and 
embrace and accept. May our town hear a rumour of us as a community of love in the Holy Spirit! 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
Questions for discussion: 
 

1. Why is diversity important in a local church? What are the benefits of being part of a multicultural 
church community? 

2. What difference does the grace of God make to you in your normal life?  
3. Do you need peace from God at the moment? Can we pray for you to know His peace? 
4. Why does it matter that love is what makes us different? How can you show this in your workplace/ 

circle/ community? 
5. Hope. What do you feel hopeless about for our town? Pray for change to come in this area. 
6. Have you been filled with the Holy Spirit? How do you feel about the idea of the Holy Spirit as a 

person? What difference does the Holy Spirit make in how you love people? 
 
 
 

 


