
 
 
Life Group Notes  
Sunday 12th July 2020 
 
Speaker: Scott Taylor 
Title: Reading Colossians in Reading: Preeminence of Jesus 
Passage: Colossians 1: 15-20 
  
 
We join Paul as he erupts in worship about this Jesus that he follows.  The reason for his hope, the 
underlying reason for the letter. It’s not even as if he’s trying to draw their attention back to Jesus, he just 
erupts in praise.  It’s a hymn, a song, a poem a creed. 
 
He starts by looking at Jesus as the pre-eminent Lord of the universe.  He is divine – the image of the 
invisible God – and he is the creator of all things whether visible or invisible. Here Paul is thinking not of 
knives and forks or computers – he’s thinking the bigger things – sun, moon, stars: mountains, seas, skies, 
even time.  All the observable things as well as the unobservable – and he calls outranks of angels. Even 
the angels are created so don’t worship them, worship the creator.   
 
He is before all things, so when we put things before him, they will only let us down or keep us dissatisfied. 
And he holds all things together – he is sustaining the universe and also in him all things make sense even 
our current situation. 
 
Jesus is pre-eminent Lord of the church. – The church is his idea, it’s his people a collection of living stones, 
built together bearing with each other, loving each other, a people where cultural divides and barriers are 
broken down and the glorious diversity, we enjoy is expressed in deep unity around our bridegroom Jesus.  
The church is not ultimately lead by leadership teams she is led by Jesus. When Jesus sees his bride, he 
sees one bride.   
 
Jesus is pre-eminent Lord of the Church because in his death, resurrection and ascension, he displayed 
what he had declared that we would follow after him to a place where pandemics and murders and things 
like racism will no longer be.  He is even pre-eminent over death.   
 
The fullness of God was pleased to dwell in Him.  From Eden to the tabernacle to the temple – God has 
dwelt with his people, then in Jesus the fullness of God came to live with us as a man – and we too are now 
temples of the Holy Spirit and something of the fullness of God now dwells within us as Jesus makes his 
dwelling in us.  When we come together as the church the fulness of God is dwelling here again in earth.  
Showing his presence, wisdom, Spirit, power and glory, just as Jesus has done – we continue the work of 
reconciliation that Jesus began as he made peace for us on the cross as he reconciled us.  As he settled the 
issue of sin, to bring agreement and harmony between God and man and making us compatible for heaven 
by taking the punishment for our rebellion. 
  
Questions: 

1) What did you here that was fresh or a good reminder again from Sunday? 
2) How could this passage help us in our worship of Jesus? 
3) How does this passage help us navigate living in 21st century, unlocking lockdown, Reading? 
4) What does it mean for Jesus to hold all things together?  How can this truth bring us peace? 
5) What is one thing you can do differently as a result of hearing this message or reading this passage? 
6) We are ministers of reconciliation (2 Cor 5 v 18-21), what does that mean for you in your context? 

 


